[Carcinogenesis due to mustard gas exposure in man, important sign for therapy with alkylating agents].
Sulphur-mustard and nitrogen-mustard are known to act as carcinogens in animal experiments. A similar effect in humans was demonstrated in 245 workers previously exposed occupationally to mustard gas and followed for over 20 years. There was a statistically significant increase in malignant tumours, especially bronchial carcinoma, bladder carcinoma and leukaemia. These findings underline the need for using alkylating agents of the mustard type exclusively in the treatment of malignant neoplasms. Immunosuppression with alkylating agents in the treatment of chronic inflammatory diseases associated with a long life expectancy is no longer justified.